DISEASE   AND   HISTORY

1135).17 Why scrofula and no other disease became the mal du roi
or the Kings Evil is not known. At any rate this faculty of the
kings of France and England to cure scrofula became a carefully
guarded attribute of royalty. When Charles I of England was kept
in prison, numerous patients wanted to be touched by him and the
House of Commons appointed a committee to prepare "a Declara-
tion to be set forth to the People, Concerning the Superstition of
being Touched for the Healing of the King's Evil/* Royalists later
even claimed that Cromwell had usurped the privilege of touch-
ing scrofulous people. When Charles was beheaded, handkerchiefs
were dipped into his blood and some people believed that these
relics still had the power of healing.

The rite was continued in England with interruptions until the
reign of Queen Anne. On April 27,1714, three months before her
death, she performed the ceremony for the last time. Thereafter
it was never repeated in England but was continued in France and
even survived the Revolution. At the time of the Restoration, in
order to give royalty its mediaeval prestige, Charles X was per-
suaded to perform the traditional rite. He did so once, in 1825, but
this was the end of it.

The kings of England, and they alone, had another magic heal-
ing power. On Good Friday they made offerings of gold and silver
at the altar under the Cross, purchased them back and had rings
made from them. These cramp-rings, as they were called, had the
faculty to cure people suffering from all kinds of cramps and par-
ticularly from epilepsy. The rite was established in the 14th cen-
tury and followed the vicissitudes of its predecessors.

When a man in a position of power suffers from a disease, his
actions may be affected by it. A toothache is extremely irritating,
a headache or a cold is oppressing; pneumonia prostrates a man,
and this may happen at a crucial moment when he is expected to
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